SAINT PAUL CATHOLIC SCHOOL

ABOUT ME

Hi! I'm Marisa McDonald. I'm a parishioner at Saint Paul and a professional
photographer. As a photographer, one of the biggest things | love to capture is JOVY! |
believe God created us for Joy and therefore there is nothing more authentic. | will be
working to joyfully capture academics, athletics, and spirituality at Saint Paul. | am

excited to work with you to show our community how God is working at Saint Paul!

IN THE CLASSROOM encourage their engagement, active

participation, and joy.
Of course the most important thing during

class is your instruction! | want to be

If you have time for me to capture some
respectful and not cause a distraction! If

more intentional shots, please let me know!
it's just not a good time, please just let me

I may work with the kids on some fun shots
know. If it is a good time for me to come in,

related to what they're doing.
here are some things to keep in mind.

| can't make it to everything but if your
If you are actively teaching, | will only take

class is planning something noteworthy (e.g.
candid photos. If you notice me taking a

science labs, gardening, musical
photo of you, smiles are helpful, but there is

instruments, etc.), please let me know! I'd
no need to look at me! just engage with the

love to be there if | can!
kids and

ABOUT ME MARISA MCDONALD PHOTOGRAPHY



SAINT PAUL CATHOLIC SCHOOL

YOUR PHOTOS

| can't be at every event so | will need your help to take photos to tell the day-to-day

story! You can add all of your photos to my google drive. Here are some tips to make

your photos amazing story telling images!

JOY & CONNECTION

Focus on photographing joy and connection.
Joy might look like a big smile or it might look
like someone who is really engaged with a
teacher or with their work or prayer.
Smiliarly, connection means that your
subjects are connected to each other

somehow -

either by touch or closeness or by eye
contact or by engagement in the same
activity. With a single subject, you can
tell that they are connected to
someone or something in the
environment or they are connected to

you, the photographer!
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FRAME THE STORY

Try to be mindful of what you are trying to
convey with a picture. Only include details
that advance that story. Be mindful of what
is in the background. Is it helping to tell the
story? Can you choose a different angle or

get closer to your subjects?

Sometimes a story might be too hard to
capture well. For example, if you know you
can't get a great action shot, get some
basketball players together with some
basketballs and try to encourage a fun,
close, playful (but mostly still) interaction

between them instead.
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GET CLOSE!

Every once in a while backing up and taking in

the whole scene is helpful. More often than When using a cell phone, be aware of the

not, what we fail to do is get closer! Getting limitations of your device. For most phones,

closer does a few things. First, it helps you zooming in too much will destroy the image

really focus on telling an effective story resolution. Whenever possible,'zoom with

without any distractions in the frame. It also your feet’, meaning just get closer to your

helps draw attention to your subject. subject.
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Photography Tips

Get their attention and get

them engaged with each other
Don't Capture unengaged kids

and the cameral!

Don't give up too quickly Wait until you have everyone's

attention
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Photography Tips

Do change your angle slightly
Don't Include too much clutter

or move clutter when possible
in your photo

Don't include too many people Change your angle and/or get
if you're really highlighting one closer to more effectively tell
person your story
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Finally, take a lot of pictures! All of the "bad" pictures in here are images |
took and discarded. Sometimes it takes a lot of shots to get that one
great photo! Feel free to send me whatever you take and I'll find the

gems! Thank you!



