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At Saint Paul

S A I N T  P A U L  C A T H O L I C  S C H O O L

I N  T H E  C L A S S R O O M

A B O U T  M E

A B O U T  M E M A R I S A  M C D O N A L D  P H O T O G R A P H Y

H i !  I ' m  M a r i s a  M c D o n a l d .  I ' m  a  p a r i s h i o n e r  a t  S a i n t  P a u l  a n d  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l

p h o t o g r a p h e r .  A s  a  p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  o n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  t h i n g s  I  l o v e  t o  c a p t u r e  i s  J O Y !  I

b e l i e v e  G o d  c r e a t e d  u s  f o r  J o y  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  m o r e  a u t h e n t i c .   I  w i l l  b e

w o r k i n g  t o  j o y f u l l y  c a p t u r e  a c a d e m i c s ,  a t h l e t i c s ,  a n d  s p i r i t u a l i t y  a t  S a i n t  P a u l .  I  a m

e x c i t e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  y o u  t o  s h o w  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  h o w  G o d  i s  w o r k i n g  a t  S a i n t  P a u l !  

O f  c o u r s e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  d u r i n g

c l a s s  i s  y o u r  i n s t r u c t i o n !  I  w a n t  t o  b e

r e s p e c t f u l  a n d  n o t  c a u s e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n !  I f

i t ' s  j u s t  n o t  a  g o o d  t i m e ,  p l e a s e  j u s t  l e t  m e

k n o w .  I f  i t  i s  a  g o o d  t i m e  f o r  m e  t o  c o m e  i n ,

h e r e  a r e  s o m e  t h i n g s  t o  k e e p  i n  m i n d .  

I f  y o u  a r e  a c t i v e l y  t e a c h i n g ,  I  w i l l  o n l y  t a k e

c a n d i d  p h o t o s .  I f  y o u  n o t i c e  m e  t a k i n g  a

p h o t o  o f  y o u ,  s m i l e s  a r e  h e l p f u l ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s

n o  n e e d  t o  l o o k  a t  m e !  j u s t  e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e

k i d s  a n d  

 

e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  e n g a g e m e n t ,  a c t i v e

p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  a n d  j o y .  

I f  y o u  h a v e  t i m e  f o r  m e  t o  c a p t u r e  s o m e

m o r e  i n t e n t i o n a l  s h o t s ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w !  

 I  m a y  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  k i d s  o n  s o m e  f u n  s h o t s

r e l a t e d  t o  w h a t  t h e y ' r e  d o i n g .   

I  c a n ' t  m a k e  i t  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  b u t  i f  y o u r

c l a s s  i s  p l a n n i n g  s o m e t h i n g  n o t e w o r t h y  ( e . g .

s c i e n c e  l a b s ,  g a r d e n i n g ,  m u s i c a l

i n s t r u m e n t s ,  e t c . ) ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w !  I ' d

l o v e  t o  b e  t h e r e  i f  I  c a n !  
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S A I N T  P A U L  C A T H O L I C  S C H O O L

J O Y  &  C O N N E C T I O N

Y O U R  P H O T O S

B R A N D  S T Y L E  G U I D E M A R I S A  M C D O N A L D  P H O T O G R A P H Y

I can't be at every event so I will need your help to take photos to tell the day-to-day

story! You can add all of your photos to my google drive. Here are some tips to make

your photos amazing story telling images! 

Focus on photographing joy and connection. 

 Joy might look like a big smile or it might look

like someone who is really engaged with a

teacher or with their work or prayer.

Smiliarly, connection means that your

subjects are connected to each other

somehow - 

either by touch or closeness or by eye

contact or by engagement in the same

activity. With a single subject, you can

tell that they are connected to

someone or something in the

environment or they are connected to

you, the photographer!  
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S A I N T  P A U L  C A T H O L I C  S C H O O L

B R A N D  S T Y L E  G U I D E M A R I S A  M C D O N A L D  P H O T O G R A P H Y

F R A M E  T H E  S T O R Y

Try to be mindful of what you are trying to

convey with a picture. Only include details

that advance that story. Be mindful of what

is in the background. Is it helping to tell the

story? Can you choose a different angle or

get closer to your subjects?  

Sometimes a story might be too hard to

capture well. For example, if you know you

can't get a great action shot, get some

basketball players together with some

basketballs and try to encourage a fun,

close, playful (but mostly still) interaction

between them instead. 
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S A I N T  P A U L  C A T H O L I C  S C H O O L

B R A N D  S T Y L E  G U I D E M A R I S A  M C D O N A L D  P H O T O G R A P H Y

G E T  C L O S E !

Every once in a while  backing up and taking in

the whole scene is helpful. More often than

not, what we fail to do is get closer! Getting

closer does a few things. First, it helps you

really focus on telling an effective story

without any distractions in the frame. It also

helps draw attention to your subject. 

When using a cell phone, be aware of the

limitations of your device. For most phones,

zooming in too much will destroy the image

resolution. Whenever possible,"zoom with

your feet", meaning just get closer to your

subject.  



Photography Tips

D o n ' t  C a p t u r e  u n e n g a g e d  k i d s

G e t  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  g e t

t h e m  e n g a g e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r

a n d  t h e  c a m e r a !  

D o n ' t  g i v e  u p  t o o  q u i c k l y W a i t  u n t i l  y o u  h a v e  e v e r y o n e ' s

a t t e n t i o n  



Photography Tips
D o n ' t  I n c l u d e  t o o  m u c h  c l u t t e r

i n  y o u r  p h o t o

D o  c h a n g e  y o u r  a n g l e  s l i g h t l y

o r  m o v e  c l u t t e r  w h e n  p o s s i b l e  

D o n ' t  i n c l u d e  t o o  m a n y  p e o p l e

i f  y o u ' r e  r e a l l y  h i g h l i g h t i n g  o n e

p e r s o n  

C h a n g e  y o u r  a n g l e  a n d / o r  g e t

c l o s e r  t o  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  t e l l

y o u r  s t o r y

F i n a l l y ,  t a k e  a  l o t  o f  p i c t u r e s !  A l l  o f  t h e  " b a d "  p i c t u r e s  i n  h e r e  a r e  i m a g e s  I

t o o k  a n d  d i s c a r d e d .  S o m e t i m e s  i t  t a k e s  a  l o t  o f  s h o t s  t o  g e t  t h a t  o n e

g r e a t  p h o t o !  F e e l  f r e e  t o  s e n d  m e  w h a t e v e r  y o u  t a k e  a n d  I ' l l  f i n d  t h e

g e m s !  T h a n k  y o u !  


