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Dear Saint Paul Catholic School Families, Community Partners & Friends,

This year marks a very special occasion in the history of Saint Paul Catholic Church – our 
bicentennial! Saint Paul Catholic Church, the first Catholic Church in North Carolina 
established in 1821, has lived through so many historical events, including the Civil War, 
the Great Depression, two World Wars, fires, pandemics, and modern history.  “Blessed is 
the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive 
the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love Him” (James 1:12).  God 
is always good!  With our faith and trust in Jesus Christ, we have not only persevered and 
survived 200 years but have flourished! 

With our bicentennial, I would be remiss not to celebrate one of the largest ministries 
of the church, Saint Paul Catholic School! The school was started in 1887 by Fr. Thomas 
Price as Saint Joseph’s School and was meant to educate newly freed black children and 
their families.  The school was so successful that it serviced approximately 150 students 
annually!  In 1929, Fr. Julian Endler and The Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters, inspired 
by the achievements of Saint Joseph School, successfully began Saint Paul Catholic School 
with just 53 white children despite the difficult economic times of the Great Depression.  In 
1962, as an outward expression of God’s Word that “in Christ Jesus you are all children of 
God through faith” (Galatian 3:26), Saint Joseph School merged with Saint Paul School to 
form the first racially integrated school in North Carolina, William Gaston Catholic High 
School.  However, problems persisted and although the primary school remained viable, 
the High School closed its doors in 1969.  Being spread out across New Bern in separate 
buildings became a challenge for the Sisters and faculty.  Trusting in God’s Plan, Monsignor 
James Jones, in the 1980’s took on the challenge of building the campus we know today 
and opened the doors in 1991 to Saint Paul Catholic Education Center, renamed in 2010 to 
Saint Paul Catholic School - the school we know and love today!

So as you can see, persistence through trial and tribulations is nothing new to Saint Paul!  
This school year has not been an exception.  The one constant has been trusting God’s 
plan and knowing His love will get us through even the most difficult of times.  We have 
been blessed to open our doors for face-to-face instruction, to hold many successful and 
inspiring programs this year, and to even purchase a bus for the school.  I am so grateful 
for the support of those that have made Saint Paul Catholic School’s 133rd year the success 
that it has been.  For together, with God’s love, we have been able to bring to fruition our 
mission, as a ministry of Saint Paul Parish, to be dedicated to the spiritual, intellectual, 
physical, and social development of each student, making College and Heaven possible for 
our students and their families!

Blessings, 
Father Thomas Tully
Pastor, Saint Paul Catholic Church

A Letter from Father TullyA Letter from Father Tully
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Dear Saint Paul Catholic School Families, Community Partners & Friends,

Our school has a long history of perseverance, and this 2020-2021 school year, our 133rd year opening our doors, is 
not any different!  In the face of a Global Pandemic, we persevered:  We were able to provide our students with face-to-
face instruction, our teachers with the resources needed to support our students both in the classroom and online, and 
provided our staff and students the confidence and faith that they could come to school each day and be safe.  Galatians 
6:9 reminds us “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  
We prevailed and our harvest and blessings in 2020-2021 school year were plentiful:

• The 2020 Fall Festival and Raffle, although much smaller in scale this year with a movie night, was a success, 
raising nearly $43,000.  The fruits of this event allowed us to purchase a fantastic bus, the Knight Ride, for our 
school to be used for field trips, sports, and other events that require safe transportation of our students.

• In December, Saint Paul Catholic School was recognized with the Lewis Award for excellence in academics, the 
work of our teachers and staff, and being leaders during the pandemic.

• Our Christmas Program provided us with the opportunity to come together as a community and rejoice and sing 
about the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ.

• In January we had the privilege of Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama visiting our school, attending mass, and interacting 
with the children and teachers.

• At Easter, our older students performed the Live Stations of the Cross, bringing to life Jesus’ last day on Earth and 
moving some to tears with profound sacrifices He made for us in those final hours.  We also were able to celebrate 
the joyous news that Jesus Christ has risen with an Easter Eggtravaganza, a school community Easter Egg hunt, 
along with other fun activities!

• Our 2021 Annual Gala: Reach for the Stars was a success, despite the many challenges that arose, raising over 
$55,000 for our school.  This allows us to provide scholarships and increase the salaries for our talented teachers.

• Enrollment grew.  We now have nearly 200 students learning and growing spiritually, academically, emotionally, 
and physically in our building.

This year taught us many things, but one of the most important was that perseverance, with faith in God, allows us to 
achieve many goals and have many blessings in our school and lives, as seen above.  We could not have accomplished 
all that we did without the tremendous support of our families that continue to trust us with their children and support 
our school, the School Board that worked diligently to advise and support us during unprecedented times, and our 
community friends and partners that have given generously of their time and resources.  Thank you for your tremendous 
support, for together we make College and Heaven possible for the students that cross our threshold each school day.  

God bless,
Deacon David Kierski
Principal, Saint Paul Catholic School

A Letter from Deacon DaveA Letter from Deacon Dave

Respect
Love

Persevere
Serve
Excel
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Saint Paul Catholic School, a ministry of Saint Paul Parish, 
is dedicated to the spiritual, intellectual, physical, and 
social development of each student. Saint Paul strives 

to educate the whole child and welcomes students of all 
faiths.

Our MissionOur Mission

Academic Excellence - Early Literacy SuccessAcademic Excellence - Early Literacy Success

Early literacy is an important indicator of later school success.  Children who achieve early literacy national 
benchmarks early on often do well throughout their academic careers.  One way Saint Paul ensures academic 
excellence is by measuring early literacy with The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS), 
an important formative assessment to inform best teaching practices in the classroom.  This is a set of 
procedures and measures for assessing the acquisition of literacy skills, including letter naming fluency in 
grades Kindergarten and 1st, phonemic awareness (or the ability to hear and manipulate sounds in words), 
the alphabetic principle (blending sounds into words), reading accuracy and fluency, reading comprehension, 
and vocabulary and oral language. At Saint Paul Catholic School, all students in grades Kindergarten through 
second grade are administered the DIBELS three times per year (beginning, middle, and end of the year). By 
measuring students on a regular basis we can ensure we fill any literacy gaps that may otherwise go unnoticed 
and differentiate instruction to meet the specific needs of the individual students.  Proudly, at Saint Paul Catholic 
School the DIBELS test is showing our teachers are meeting the literacy needs of the students we teach:

In Kindergarten, 74% of our students were at or above grade level national benchmarks
In 1st grade, 83% of students were at or above grade level national benchmarks
In 2nd grade, 86% of students were at or above grade level national benchmarks

This snapshot, of our end-of-year results for the 2020-2021 school year, can give you an idea of how powerful 
DIBELS is in helping our teachers gain an understanding of each student's literacy needs, ensuring students are 
being prepared for College & Heaven the day they arrive at Saint Paul. Our students are gaining powerful literacy 
skills early on to ensure success throughout their academic careers.

Starting in 3rd grade students begin taking the IOWA assessment of basic schools to track growth from year to 
year and help make strategic decisions.  We use MobyMax assessment in grades 3rd-8th to help track growth 
throughout the school year.  



God is love: He reveals himself in all things
Every student CAN learn

We are disciples with hope to bring
We are made for each other
Excellence is not accidental

Every minute matters

Our rigorous and classical curriculum prepares children for a lifetime of learning and leadership built on a solid 
foundation of faith. Our students learn to listen carefully, explore fully, and think critically.  Students attend Mass weekly 
on Wednesday mornings throughout the school year.  Our specials include Religious Studies, Spanish, Art, Music, and 
Physical Education. Additionally, each of our upper school students are required to perform 40 hours of Community 
Service annually.  After school extra-currcular activities include, atheltics - cross country, volleyball, basketball, cheer and 
golf, Fine Arts Enhancement Program, Yearbook, Science Olympiad, Cotillion and Junior Catholic Daughters. 

30 years of Exceptional Teaching at Saint Paul Catholic 30 years of Exceptional Teaching at Saint Paul Catholic 
SchoolSchool

“Saint Paul Catholic School is not just a school or a job to me.  It is 
a family working together through trials and tribulations, joys and 
sorrows, challenges and victories to accomplish what God would have 
us do.  Teaching children is a privilege, and we are able to give it our 
best every day in every way…” professed Mary Margaret Blout.  It is this 
insightful understanding of teaching that has led Mrs. Blout to be an 
outstanding teacher, finishing 30 years of service in third grade at Saint 
Paul Catholic School at the conclusion of the 2020-2021 school year!  
Mrs. Blout received her BA in Elementary Education with an Early Childhood 
endorsement from West Virginia Wesleyan College and then went on to 
earn her Master’s in Elementary Administration from East Tennessee State 
University.  Mrs. Blout has taught a total of 44 years (and counting!), having 
taught prior to coming to Saint Paul Catholic School at an elementary 
school in West Virginia and preschool in Michigan and here in New Bern.  
Mrs. Blout has so many special memories here at Saint Paul Catholic 
School, but what has been most rewarding to her is that she has been 
“able to use the gifts and talents that God gave me to serve Him” and 
that her students and colleagues continue to create memories and 
teach her about important values in life.  Mrs. Blout has been married 
40 years to her husband Mike and they are blessed with two children, 
Michael and Katie, both of whom she had the privilege to teach 
at Saint Paul, and five grandchildren, one she will have the honor 
of teaching third grade this school year.  Hearing what past students have 
accomplished in their lives, Mrs. Blout is rewarded with the hope that her teaching 
touched their lives and made an impact, she exclaims, “That, to me, is my Gold Medal.”   

Mary Margaret BloutMary Margaret Blout

Curriculum and Extra-Curricular ActivitiesCurriculum and Extra-Curricular Activities

Our Root BeliefsOur Root Beliefs



Father Thomas Tully, Saint Paul Pastor
Deacon David Kierski, Principal
Richard “Dick” Dodson, Chair
Richard Petri, Finance
Lynn Hagan
Richard Doran
Dr. Bert L’Homme (Deacon)
Marta Espinoza
Kathleen Gallman
Mary Brown
Cheryl Reed
Joshua Walker, HaSA Representative
James Moody, Teacher Representative

Saint Paul Catholic School is proud to have the School Board to help provide advice and guidance to the school 
administration.  Composed of selected members of the community, the School Board works to support the school culture by 
identifying and articulating the needs and aspirations of the school.  Working within guidelines established by the Diocese, 
the School Board supports the administration with budgeting, development, maintenance, enrichment, and publicity 
through professional guidance with a wide range of skills, including, but not limited to, education, school law, finance, and 
public relations.  Using the National Standards of Benchmarks for Effective Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools as a 
guide, the Board focuses on four key areas of the school:  

Mission and Catholic Identity - The Church’s teaching mission includes inviting young people to a relationship with Jesus 
Christ or deepening an existing relationship with Jesus, inserting young people into the life of the Church, and assisting 
young people to see and understand the role of faith in one’s daily life and in the larger society.

Academic Excellence - The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops affirms the message of the Congregation on 
Catholic Education that intellectual development of the person and growth as a Christian go forward hand in hand. Rooted 
in the mission of the Church, the Catholic school brings faith, culture, and life together in harmony.

Governance and Leadership - Central to the mission of the Church is the work of Catholic school education.  The success of 
this mission depends on the key components of effective governance, which provides direction or authority, and leadership, 
which ensures effective operations. Catholic school governance and leadership can be seen as a ministry that promotes and 
protects the responsibilities and rights of the school community. Governance and leadership based on the principles and 
practices of excellence are essential to ensuring the Catholic identity, academic excellence, and operational vitality of the 
school.

Operational Vitality - Catholic schools are temporal organizations committed to the Church and the mission of Catholic 
education including a commitment to a culture of excellence and rigor. These schools exist in a milieu of constant 
socioeconomic challenges grounded in continuous need for sustainable financial planning, human resource/personnel 
management and professional formation, facilities maintenance and enhancement, and the requirement for institutional 
advancement and contemporary communication.

2020-2021 School Board2020-2021 School Board



It is with tremendous respect and gratitude that we recognize Richard “Dick” 
Dodson for his service to the Saint Paul Catholic School Board from 2016 
through 2021, serving as Chair for his last three years.  During his tenure, his 
leadership and direction helped the school to grow, even with the challenges 
of Hurricane Florence and the current pandemic.  Mr. Dodson feels that his 
greatest accomplishments as Chair of the School Board has been to support 
Deacon Dave Kierski as he transitioned into the school as a new principal, 
helping to stabilize the school staff, and assisting the school to achieve financial 
stability.  Additionally, Mr. Dodson was responsible for supporting Saint Paul 
Catholic School throughout its accreditation process with bringing consistency 
in meetings to the School Board and for the creation of the Scholarship and 
Financial Aid Committee on the School Board, which helps vet scholarship 
requests.

Father Tully, with appreciation, stated “Please join us in thanking Mr. Richard 
Dodson for his great work and dedication to our students and families. Please continue to keep him in your prayers as he 
moves on to the next phase of his life.”  

Deacon Dave Kierski reflected on his support from Mr. Dodson. “Mr. Dodson is one of the first people I met at Saint Paul 
since he was on the hiring committee that eventually brought me to Saint Paul. Mr. Dodson’s hard work and dedication 
have helped make Saint Paul Catholic School a true “gem.” His prayers at our school HaSA meetings will be missed.” 

Mr. Dodson’s contributions have been plentiful, impactful, and certainly appreciated by our school community.  He will be 
greatly missed!  Although no longer on Saint Paul’s School Board, we look forward to continued friendship and advice for 
many years to come.

It is with great delight that Saint Paul Catholic School announces its new School 
Board Chair, Mr. Rick Dean.  Mr. Dean, his wife, Doris, and youngest son, Andrew, 
moved to New Bern from Virginia in early March 2021 after retiring with 38 years 
of service from the United States Postal Service.  Although Mr. Dean wore many 
hats throughout his career, he retired as an executive manager in Labor Relations, 
where he was responsible for administration of the national collective bargaining 
agreement between the Postal Service and the American Postal Workers Union.  
He proudly served as the Chief Spokesperson for the Postal Service in national 
level negotiations for the last three rounds of bargaining and was also responsible 
for interpreting labor contract language and advising postal service managers at 
all levels.  Mr. Dean also represented the Postal Service in national level rights 
arbitration and cases before the National Labor Relations Board.  

Both Mr. Dean and his wife were very active in their former parish, St. Andrew the Apostle, in the Arlington Diocese.  
Both received their Master Catechist certification through the Diocese, taught CCD classes, and were Co-Chairs of the Pro-
Life Committee. Additionally, Mr. Dean is a Fourth Degree Knight of Columbus, served as a Eucharistic Minister of Holy 
Communion, a Lector, and was a member of the Pastoral Council at St. Andrew’s.

The Saint Paul Catholic School Board is thrilled to have Mr. Dean on board and is looking forward to seeing him grow in 
his position as a strong faith-filled leader.  Welcome to our community! 

Farewell Dick DodsonFarewell Dick Dodson

Welcome Rick DeanWelcome Rick Dean



Joshua Walker, President
Maggie Forman, Vice-President
Brooke Hand, Secretary
Arleny Caballero-Huertas, Treasurer

The Home and School Association (HaSA) for Saint Paul Catholic School is an active group of parents whose purpose is 
to “promote parent/grandparent participation in all facets of school life” through various fundraising activities, organizing 
various school community events, supporting teachers, and assisting with the coordination of volunteering throughout 
the school year for families.  HaSA is “committed to fostering positive relationships between staff and families of Saint 
Paul Catholic School as we all strive to enhance the spiritual, intellectual, physical, and social development of all students.” 
(https://stpaulcshasa.weebly.com/)

HaSA was able to provide fantastic fundraising opportunities and family experiences for the school community in the 
2020-2021 school year! The most notable was the Fall Festival and Raffle, which was a fun outdoor movie night for our 
students, as well as the raffle, raising nearly $43,000 for Saint Paul Catholic School.  The proceeds from the Fall Festival 
were used to purchase “The Knight Ride,” our new bus for school sports, field trips, and other functions.  HaSA also took 
an active role in supporting the annual Gala, specifically by soliciting for and organizing auction items and coordinating 
volunteers for the night of the Gala. Additional fundraising opportunities organized by HaSA include Harris Teeter 
Together in Education (TIE) and Publix Partners.  Events organized by HaSA this year for pure fun and to strengthen the 
school community include participation in the Trent Woods Christmas Parade and the end of the year celebration party at 
Rollerland.  In the coming year, without the restrictions of the pandemic, HaSA plans on offering many more opportunities 
for the Saint Paul Catholic School community.  HaSA Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month at 5:30pm.

Fall Festival & School Bus DonorsFall Festival & School Bus Donors
Instride Coastal Carolina Foot & Ankle
Mrs. Susan Plikuhn
Dr. Jennifer Ratley

Teacher Appreciation Week DonorsTeacher Appreciation Week Donors
Mr. & Mrs. James & Rhonda Bernthal
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Brady
Mr. Tuan Cin
Mr. & Mrs. Dan & Tracy Cline
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Deacon
Mr. & Mrs. Elias Denis
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron & Anne Donhue
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Goodrich
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Herring
Mr. & Mrs. James & Angela Holt
Mr. & Mrs. Joe & Rebecca Leahy
Mr. & Dr. Angelo & Katrina Meachem-Illiano
Judge & Mrs. Walter Mills
Mr. & Mrs. Moo-Htoo
Mr. & Mrs. Tuan Nguyen
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan & Denise Nobles
Mrs. Joyce O’Callahan

2020-2021 HaSA Executive Board2020-2021 HaSA Executive Board

Mrs. Susan Plikuhn
Mr. & Mrs. Ryannjay Poblete
Dr. Jennifer Ratley
Mr. & Mrs. Louis & Donna Simon
Dr. & Mrs. David & Betsy Tayloe
Ms. Naderia Tucker
Mr. & Mrs. Lance & Samantha Wolfe
Ms. Kelsey Wood



The growth in our student enrollment in the past year has presented opportunities and challenges. Total revenues reflected 
in the Pie Chart below grew 30% over the prior year with a matching growth of 30% in the total expenses (also shown in 
Pie Chart format). Student enrollment increased to 190 from the prior year’s enrollment of 160, an increase of just less 
than 19%. Almost 57% of the increase in expenses was for compensation of additional teachers and well-deserved raises 
for those who got us through the Covid nightmare. The Spring Gala and Fall Raffle continue to be important revenue 
enhancements bringing almost $100,000 in net revenues to the school. Saint Paul Catholic parish and parishioner 
contributions are an important revenue stream (11%) allowing us to maintain tuition at reasonable rates and offer 
assistance when needed. Spending on improvements of the school’s facilities, equipment and the bus accounted for 5.5% 
of total expenses.

Financial UpdateFinancial Update

Saint Paul Catholic School
Fiscal 2021
Revenues

Tuition Parish Investment Spring Gala Grants Raffle Other Income

   
   
    
Tuition     $941,676 
Parish Investment   $157,019 
Spring Gala    $77,652 
Grants      $49,422 
Raffle     $49,025 
Other Income    $140,425 
    
TOTAL INCOME   $1,415,219TOTAL INCOME   $1,415,219 

Education Compensation $880,788 
Staff Compensation  $126,080 
Capital Spending  $ 74,509 
Bldg.Utilities/Maintenance $44,595 
Instructional Materials $28,908 
Insurance   $20,159 
All Other   $186,176 
    
TOTAL EXPENSES   $1,361,215 TOTAL EXPENSES   $1,361,215 
    

Saint Paul Catholic School
Fiscal 2021
Expenses

Education compensation Staff Compensation Capital Spending Building Utilities and maintenance Instructional Materials Insurance All Other

Fiscal Year 2021 IncomeFiscal Year 2021 Income

Fiscal Year 2021 ExpensesFiscal Year 2021 Expenses



Dear Families, Friends, and Community Partners of Saint Paul Catholic School,

This year, Saint Paul Catholic School added a new position, The Director of 
Advancement.  I am delighted to help define this role for the school and help with 
fundraising and donor relations.  Having taught Kindergarten and college students, 
been a director of a preschool with 135+ students, and eventually an Executive Director 
of a small Children’s Museum, my career has always centered on affecting the lives of 
children and I am honored to be able to continue to do so here at Saint Paul Catholic 
School.  My office is situated where I can hear Mr. Amburn’s talented music classes, 
and where children share their excitement going to art and, believe it or not, math each 
day.  This serves as a wonderful reminder of why this job is so important - the children!  
The funds that I help raise go directly back into the school to support the learning and 
scholarship of the children.  Our donors make it possible for Saint Paul to fulfill their 
mission, as a ministry of Saint Paul Catholic Church, to cultivate the spiritual, intellectual, physical, and social development 
of each student.

To those that have continued to give annually, all of us Saint Paul Catholic School cannot thank you enough for believing 
in and helping to make possible all that we accomplish on a daily basis.  Your donations toward scholarships help students 
that otherwise would not be able to attend Saint Paul come, learn and grow here.  Other donations impact learning by 
helping us to keep our teacher salaries competitive and to maintain our curriculum with technology, books, and other 
tools that are needed to stay current and inspirational.  YOU make a difference in the lives of the students and teachers that 
attend our school!  YOU are a blessing to Saint Paul Catholilc School!  Thank you!

Perhaps you haven’t given and are now wondering how you too can make an impact…  There are many ways to support 
Saint Paul Catholic School:  You can purchase a ticket or two to support our annual Fall Festival & Raffle each fall.  You or 
your business can purchase a sponsorship for the 2022 Gala:  Reach for the Stars.  You can simply make a donation.  There 
are many ways to give to Saint Paul Catholic School.  If you are interested in learning more about giving opportunities, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me by calling Saint Paul or via email at JConnolly@StPaulCS.org.  It would be an honor to 
help you impact the lives of the students and teachers that attend Saint Paul Catholic School.

Thank you for your past and/or future support of Saint Paul Catholic School.  Together we make College & Heaven possible 
for our students by helping them to realize that God’s love is powerful for a lifetime and by instilling our core values of 
respect, love, serve, and excel.  

Thank you,
Julia Connolly
Director of Advancement

From The Director of AdvancementFrom The Director of Advancement



Unrestricted GiftsUnrestricted Gifts
Anonymous
Mr. Matt Barnes
Mr. & Mrs. D.W. & M.F. Carwile
Mr. & Mrs. Howard & Jennifer Kaye Cochran
Maggy Costandy Interiors
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Burlazzi
Ms. Teresa Fannin
Mr. & Mrs. James & Joanna French DL
Knights of Columbus, Msgr. James R. Jones Council 3303
Ms. Jill Mayer
Mr. & Mrs. Guy & Dorris M. Norton, Jr.
Mrs. Kathleen Sbarra
Dr. & Mrs. Bartolo J. Spano
Ms. Belinda Swager
Mr. & Mrs. Trawick “Buzzy” & Carol Stubbs, Jr.

TributeTribute
Mr. & Mrs. Frank & Wendy Hopkins

In Memory of Rosemary “Ro” A. EngemanIn Memory of Rosemary “Ro” A. Engeman
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley & Margaret Bazydola
Mr. & Mrs. John & Karen Engeman

In Honor of Dick and Linda Dodson’s WeddingIn Honor of Dick and Linda Dodson’s Wedding
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice & Rita Casem
Mr. Richard Petri

Scholarship & EndowmentsScholarship & Endowments
Anonymous, In Memory of Alma Garville Vaupel
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Ms. Maura Garrity
Mrs. Joy Harsen
Knights of Columbus, Msgr James R. Jones Council 3303
Msgr. Jones Trust Fund

Students
Parents
Faculty

Staff
Board Members

Grandparents
Alumni

Alumni Parents
Parishioners

Donors
Volunteers

Thank you!Thank you!

Together We Are Stronger!Together We Are Stronger!

Thank You DonorsThank You Donors



Shannon Tuzo, Chair
Deacon David Kierski, Principal
Julia Connolly, Director of Advancement
Dick Dodson, School Board Chair
Joshua Walker, HaSA President
Maggie Forman
Bob Mackowski

The 2021 Saint Paul Catholic School Gala:  Reach For the Stars was a huge success!  There were so many questions when 
planning:  How, with the Covid-19 Pandemic, can we have the Gala?  What restrictions will be in place?  What would be 
the best location for social distancing - inside or outside?  With a small but mighty team and a lot of perseverance, we were 
able to pull together, not only a prosperous evening, but also an evening full of community and joy.  The evening started 
with our Live and Online Auctions, where spectacular items went to the highest bidder.  Father Thomas Tully gave a warm 
and welcoming prayer followed immediately by a delicious dinner prepared by The Flame Banquet Center, under Chef 
James “Smoke” Boyd. As the evening wore on, many danced the night away listening to the I-42 Band.  While still others 
shared in fellowship and enjoyed a glass of wine together.  

In total, we were able to raise nearly $56,000 that went directly to Saint Paul Catholic School to grow our endowment fund, 
provide competitive salaries for teachers, and to keep Saint Paul Catholic School affordable for our families.  We cannot 
thank our sponsors enough for their generosity and support of Saint Paul Catholic School, especially our Title Sponsor, Mr. 
Trawick H. “Buzzy” Stubbs, Jr. and Mrs. Carol Stubbs of Stubbs Perdue, and our Universe Sponsors, Dr. Thomas Hagan and 
Mrs. Lynn Hagan of Instride Coastal Carolina Foot & Ankle, and Dr. Jennifer Ratley.  Thank you also to Shannon Tuzo, 
Chair of the Gala 2021 Committee, and the entire Gala 2021 Committee for their commitment, time, and energy that went 
into creating warm and lasting memories the night of the Gala.  Thank you to all who participated in and supported our 
Gala to make it successful for Saint Paul Catholic School, thereby allowing us to continue to fulfill our mission day in and 
day out for the students that attend our school!

Gala - Reach for the StarsGala - Reach for the Stars



Title,  $15,000+Title,  $15,000+
Stubbs & Perdue P.A. 

Universe, $5,000 - $14,999Universe, $5,000 - $14,999
Instride Coastal Carolina Foot & Ankle
Dr. Jennifer Ratley

Milky Way, $2,500 - $4,999Milky Way, $2,500 - $4,999
St. Joseph’s Cemetery

Principal’s Circle, $1,250Principal’s Circle, $1,250
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy & Rachael Brady, Jr
Deacon & Mrs. David and Rita Kierski
Anonymous

Galaxy, $1,000Galaxy, $1,000
Carolina East Health Systems
Mr. & Mrs. Dick & Linda Dodson 
Mr. & Mrs. Clark & Hannah French
Knights of Columbus, Father Kenneth L. Parker Assembly 1820 
Knights of Columbus, Monsignor James R. Jones Council 3303 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Rosanne Leahy
Maggy Costandy Interiors
Ms. Jill Mayer
Dr. & Mrs. John & Diane McQuade
Captain Patricia Miller (USN Retired)
Tidewater Appliances
Neuse Realty - Ms. Marcia Werneke & Ms. Joy Harsen
Dr. & Mrs. John & Judi Williams III
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer & Kathleen Zimmerman
Anonymous
Anonymous

Solar System, $500Solar System, $500
Mr. & Mrs. Tom & Patsy Bayliss III
Mr. & Mrs. Sal & Jul Reh-Ya
SBS Forward, LLC - Mrs. Millissa True-Alexander
Ms. Cynthia Turco
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua & Jennifer Walker

Other, $15 to $499Other, $15 to $499
Ms. Marlene Corkery
Ms. Marie Doran
Mr. Richard Doran
Mr. & Mrs. Werner & Marilyn Friederichs
Mr. Fernando Guillen
Mr. & Mrs. George & Louise Halyak
Ms. Ana Harper
Mrs. Donna Morton
Mrs. Anne Munz
Ms. Eleanor Neumeister
Mr. & Mrs. Tom & Randi Osiecki
Ms. Mary Louis Owings
Pecheles Automotive Group
Oscar’s Mortuary Inc.
Mrs. Shirley Perun
Mr. Rich Petri
Mrs. Susan Plikuhn
Ms. Kathleen Sbarra
Mr. & Mrs. John & Laura Serumgard
Smith, Salem, Register and Knott, PLLC - Mr. Tony Salem
Mr. & Mrs. Tim & Jan Stelma
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Ana Turco
Mr. & Mrs. George & Margaret Wallace
Ms. Cecilia Wasserman
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

Thank You Gala SponsorsThank You Gala Sponsors



On Wednesday, June 2nd, at the end of the Saint Paul Catholic School 
Graduation Mass, the Distinguished Alumni Award was presented to Kristina 
Genovese. She began her education as a four-year-old preschooler at Saint 
Paul Catholic School and graduated from Eighth Grade in 2010. Kristina 
went on to New Bern High School and graduated in 2014. 

With an interest in teaching as a future career, she enrolled at North Carolina 
Wesleyan College in Rocky Mount and graduated Magna Cum Laude with a 
B.S. in Middle Grades Education. While at NCWC she was president of her 
Chapter of Delta Phi Epsilon Sorority, named “Greek Woman of the Year” and 
served as a Student Ambassador. Teaching was Ms. Genovese’s main goal for 
the future. 
 
During Ms. Genovese’s first year of teaching at HJ Macdonald Middle 
School in New Bern, she was named “Rookie Teacher of the Year”. During 
her second year she was awarded the “Leader in Learning Spotlight Award” 
for a classroom pilot program highlighting PDSA (Plan, Do, Study, Act). 
During the 2021 summer, she began a two-year on-line program through 
Notre Dame University in ENL (English as a New Language). The goal of this 
program is to equip educators to meet the unique needs of English language 
learners in Catholic Schools. 
 
When asked why Ms. Genovese applied to teach at Saint Paul Catholic School, she said that she wanted a change for her 
growing experience and career.  Ms. Genovese credits her Catholic School education for helping her to build a strong 
foundation spiritually, intellectually, and socially. She added that teaching at Saint Paul would give her an opportunity to 
give back to the school that gave her so much!  
 
During this unique year of the challenging pandemic, the need for creative teaching and positive approach to the daily 
goals for children were paramount. We congratulate all the excellent Teachers and Staff along with Principal, Deacon Dave 
Kierski, on a wonderful, happy, and successful year. 
 
Congratulations and best wishes to our Distinguished Alumni Awardee for 2021.

2021 Distinguished Alumni - Kristina Genovese2021 Distinguished Alumni - Kristina Genovese



Mary “Marilu” MorseMary “Marilu” Morse
December 31, 1944 - January 3, 2021
Saint Paul Catholic School lost one of their own, Marilu Morse.  She began her career 
at the old school downtown for a year and then moved to the current building, Marilu 
spent 22 of her 29 years of her teaching career at Saint Paul Catholic School.  She was 
principal for an additional year at Saint Paul before retiring and moving north to 
be closer to her family in New Hampshire and Massachusetts. Always found in her 
Birkenstocks sandals, Marilou was involved in many programs, including MathCounts, 
Mathathons, and Science Olympiad.  Additionally, she coached cheerleading and was 
at every basketball game cheering the middle school players to victory alongside her 
cheerleaders.  Many of her students made it to regional and state competitions!  Her 
dear friend and coworker, Mary Margaret Blout, stated that Marilou “had very high 
expectations and would accept nothing but the best from her students.  She infuriated 
many and drove others ‘crazy’ with her demands for excellence, but through it all her 
students knew that she did what she did because she saw in them the endless potential 
that they had.”

Belinda May Hannick SwagerBelinda May Hannick Swager
Passed away on January 28, 2021
Click! Click! Click!  This is the sound Belinda’s high heel shoes made as she 
walked countless times down the hallways of Saint Paul Catholic School for 22 
years serving as the secretary of the school.  Often the first to arrive and the last 
to leave, Belinda’s mighty personality and strong faith in God left an impression 
on all that met her.  A devout Catholic, Belinda was very involved in the Catholic 
Daughters of America.  As a student of Saint Paul, Kristina Genovese recalls, “Ms. 
Belinda was always very enthusiastic, nice, stylish, and had this amazing laugh 
that you could hear down the hallway. She was always smiling...I don’t think I can 
ever recall a moment where she did not smile. She knew each student and their 
families quite well.”  Often the caregiver of the children who didn’t feel well or for 
those that forgot their lunch, Belinda’s memory will live on in the halls of Saint 
Paul Catholic School.

Rebecca “Becky” Maddox HeathRebecca “Becky” Maddox Heath
January 17, 1954 - March 10, 2021
Giving 25 years of her life and career to Saint Paul Catholic School, Becky left a 
legacy.  Becky started at Saint Paul as a first-grade aide alongside teacher Sister 
Mary Ellen.  Together they did many fun crafts with their students and lined the 
hallway with 100th day of school projects.  After several years, she assumed a 
new role as the Technology Teacher, where she taught her students how to use a 
keyboard and type without looking at the keys. Her obituary states, “Becky was 
caring, giving, and compassionate. She could make a good time out of nothing. 
Always up for adventure and fun, she blessed everyone around her with happiness. 
The strongest person you will ever meet, Becky, was a fighter and warrior of God.”

In MemoryIn Memory
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Kylie Marie Hoke, Aidan James Faulkiner,  Fernando Guillen, Cara Mae Edwards, Madelyn Grace 
Templeton,  Isabelle June Gallman,  Victor Alejandro Rivera-Abaroa,  Marcella Victoria Bonnett,  

Arielle Marie Pumphrey,  Amelia Marie Perdue

Heavenly Father,

May your loving kindness continue to shine forth through the teachers, staff, parents, volunteers and 
benefactors of our school.

We humbly and gratefully treasure all you have provided for us during this past year.  Our greatest honor to 
you we pray is to continue to show the face of Jesus to all who enter our doors.  Welcoming them with your 

knowledge and wisdom necessary to bring forth your peace, hope and love among all the nations.  

Help all become those loving servants always ready to serve you in whatever is just, right and good through 
their words and deeds. Again, we thank you for your blessings upon our school.

Amen

Congratulations to The Class of 2021Congratulations to The Class of 2021


